Trailblazer District Training Newsletter

Trailblazer Training Day- Cct 6

On Oct 6th, we are offering classes at the
lowa Nationd Guard facility in Counal
Bluffs. New Leader Essentials, 8am-10an;
and Cub Scout Leader Specific (combined)
class, 10an b4pm By attending the Cub
Leader class, youwill betrained in Tiger
Den Leader, Den Leader, WebdosDen
Leader, Cubmester and Pack Committee
Member specificsadl at once. Lundhis
provided. Youmug register in advance. To
register, goto http://www.mac-
bsa.org/Boyscouts/training/20070728
TrailblazerTrainingDay.pdf.

HELP WANTED

FOR TRAILBLAZER TRAINING DAY
I nstru ctors
Lunch Organizer

SetUp Helpers

Take Down / Cleanup Helpers

Contact Brad Hyndman at 7122562935
or spavned @cox.net

September 2007

SEPTEMBERISEMERENCY

PREPAREINESSMONTH

The United States Depatment of Homeland
Security (DHS) is pleased to patne with
the Boy Scouts of Americato increase the
level of citizen preparedness across the
county. DHS has asked the Boy Scouts of
Americato build uponthefounddion of the
Ready campagn andto hdp citizensacross
thecounty prepare for emergendes of all
kinds

Go to:
http://www.scouting.org/pubs'emer gency/
award.html

Y ou can get pogers, videosand other fun
thingsfor freefrom FEMA. Therearetwo
waysto get FEMA pulications You can
call, toll-free 1-800-480-25200r you can
writeto: FEMA P.O. Box 2012Jessup MD
207942012

Hereisalisting of some of thethingsyou
can order:

-ReadyES etEP repare! (Ages8-11)
-Ready Set Prepare (Ages 4-7)

-A Disaster Preparedness Activity Book
(Ages8-11) FEMA 523

-A Disaster Preparedness Activity Book
(Ages4-7) FEMA 522

-Brochure: Wildfire-Are you Prepared? 5-
228L203

-Door KnobHange': Fire Safety. Ask for 5-
0200

Y ou can aso order aDisaster Public
Information Catalog to find out al the
materias tha FEMA offers.



How We Are Doing

The2007God of the Trailblazer (TB)
Digtrict Training Committee isto have 50%
of ourtotal leaderstrained by theend of the
year. As of Augug 30,2007 our nunbers
looked like this:

Pogtion % Traned TB MAC
Tige CubLeades 13% 12%
Den Leade's 12% 23%
Asst. Den Leaders 10% 13%
WebdosDen Leaders 16% 19%
Asst. WebdosDen Leades 33% 24%
Cubmesters 69% 77%
Asst. Cubmesters 13% 27%
Pack Committee Char 12% 24%
Pack Committee Members 15% 13%
Pack Trainers 20% 3%
Scoutmasters 73% 78%
Asst. Scoutmasters 42% 27%
Troop Committee Char 45% 30%
Troop Committee Membes 21% 23%
Crew Advisors 100% 68%
Assoc Crew Advisors 60% 21%
Crew Committee Char 100% 31%

Crew Committee Membas 57% 23%
Y outh Protection Trained 50% 47%
Direct Contact Leaders 31% 41%
Top Leaders Trained 72% 76%
Total Leaders Trained 25% 25%

Trailblazer youth deserve 100%trained
leaders. Trailblazer |leaders can attend any
training sessionsoffered anywhere in the
Mid-America Counal.

Whereto And More Information
-TheMid-America Coundl webste at
http://www.mac-bsa.org/

-The Monthly Bugle

-Roundeble B1¥ Thursday of each month, 7
pm, at LDS Greenview in Coundl Bluffs

BSA Online Training

Logonto http://olc.scouting.org/ and set up
your own free account

Current offeringsindude Youth Protection
Training, Cub Scout Leader Fast Start, Boy
Scout Leader Fast Start, Venturing Advisor
Fast Start, Venturing Crew Orientation,
Troop Committee Challenge, Staffing the
District Committee, Safety Afloat and Safe
Swim Defense.

SN lowa Training Galendar
Sep 6, 7:00p  Youth Protection,
TB Roundtable
OW BALOO & IOLS
Nishna Bend RA
Oct 6, 8a-4p  Trailblazer Training Day
IA Nat'l Guard, Council Bluffs
8:00am New Leader Essentials
10:00am Cub Scout Leader Specifics
Nov 1, 7:00p New Leader Essentials
TB Roundtable

Sep 21-22

Nov 3 University of Scouting
Boys & Girls Town
Nov 3 Den Chief Training

U. of Scouting

For more info, to register, or get onthe
training email list, contact the District
Training Char, Brad Hyndman at 712-256-
29350r spavned@cox.net

QOPE & Aimbing
COPE Facilitator Training, Sept. 26,29 &
30,2007

Climb/Rappd Indructor Training, Oct. 3 &
5, 2007

For more information, goto
http://www.mac-
bsa.org/index.phpdption=com_content& tas
k=view&id=353&Itemid=57




Uniforming

Here are some excerpts from an article by
Bill Nelson, Grand Canyon Counal

May 27,2002.Read thefull article here:
http://scoutmaster.org/uniforming.asp

The Scouting program in the Boy Scouts of
America has three specific objectives,
commonly referred to as the"Aims of
Scouting." They are character development,
citizenship training, and persond fitness. To
accomplish these aims, the BSA has
designal eight methodsin Boy Scouting.
One of these methodsis uniforming.

Over theyears, Scoutmasters have noticed
tha Scouts who truly try to live by the Scout
Oath and Law in ther daly lives seem to be
moved by the spirit to wear the Scout
uniform (if they can afford it). Why? What
IS so magical aboutthese pieces of cloth?
Why would the BSA make wearing certain
clothspat of the eight methodsof Boy
Scouting?

Theuniform suppotsthefirst Aim of
Scouting, tha of character development.
Theuniform isasymbol of theboy's
commitment to Scouting - his acceptance of
theBSA'sidedls and willingnessto live by
them. Theboy knows tha when heisin tha
uniform heis expected to act in accordance
to thevalues of the BSA andthevalues he
has made an oah to live by. We need to
communicate to them tha tha the uniform
isasymbol of ther commitment to
Scouting, to the BSA, to ther Coundl andto
other Scouts and, notwearingtheuniformis
asignto otherstha they may lack tha
commitment.

Theuniform also makes the Scout troop
visible as aforce for goodand creates a
postive youth imagein the community.
People who are not Scouts recognize the

Boy Scout uniform. To the community the
uniform represents awelcome image, a
reminde tha notall kidsare bad, andnotall
gangsare violent.

Uniforming a so suppots the second Aim of
Scouting, tha of citizenghip training. In tha
it contributes to patrol and troop spirit. Boys
who wear the uniform are puton apa with
each other. Used broadly, citizenship means
the boy'srelationdhip to others.

Uniforming also contributes to the third aim
of persond and mental fitness. In Boy
Scouting, the Scouts mug satisfy certain
requirements to achieve rank and
responsbility within the program. These
requirements often require the mastering of
aphysca or menta skill. Whenthe
requirements are satisfied an award or badge
isearned. Theuniform gives the Scout a
reason to take pridein theway helooks and
in the badges and awardstha testify to his
achievements.

Asfor adults wearing uniforms, al | can say
iswhat Baden-Powell said: Qtislargdy a
matter of example. Show me a dackly-
dressed Troopand| can "Sherlock™" a
dackly-dressed Scoutmaster. Think of it,
when you are fitting on your uniform or
putting tha find saucy cock to your hat.

Y ou are themodd to your boysand your
smartness will reflect itself in them.Olngead
of ugng uniforming as a club tha might
prevent aboy from participaingin
Scouting, when you are with the Scouts,
even for thesimplest of things puton your
uniform. It raises the moral toneof theboys
and it haghtensthar estimation of ther
uniform when they see it is not benesth a
grown man to wear it. It also heghtensthar
estimation of themselves when they find
themselves taken serioudy by men and
women who also countit of importance to
bein the same brotherhoodwith them. As



Scouters we mug condantly remind
ourselves tha it isn®so much what we say
to the Scouts that they will emulate, but
wha we do. The Scouts are told by other
leaders, by thar handbooksand by each
other to look to usasrole modds. And they
will, they will dowha we do and wear what
we wear.

It isimportant that each of usfully
undestandstheimportance of each of the
eight methodsof Boy Scouting. | hopetha
after reading this discussion on how
uniforming directly contributes to thethree
aims of Scouting tha you have a better
undestanding of the often neglected and
misundestood method of uniforming.

Demerit Badge
Is Boy Scouts of America doing enough to
keep kids safe?

| read an interesting article in the July 2007
issue of Outsde Magazine, by Anndte
McGivney. Theauthor@ basic premise, is
tha the BSA isnota safe organization and
tha many of its leaders are inexperienced
and untrained, at least when it comes to
outdoor skills.

An excerpt from thearticle: My distrust of
the Scouts reached a tipping point in March,
when 12-year-old Michael Aubery, from
Greensboro, North Carolinds Troop 230,
disappeared while on a camping trip in the
Blue RidgeParkway. Fortunaely, after a
four-day search, Aubery was foundalive
andwell. He'd wandered away from camp, it
was later reported, and gotten log. | was
relieved, of course, tha Aubery emerged
unhut. Butthen | gotangry. Wha irked me
wasn't theinddent itself butthe way Scout
leaders reacted. Ingead of apologiesN a kid
had been log, after allN what | saw was a
roundof collective back-pating by Scout
leaders across the county who proudly

recountd how the wayward boy had used
his Scout-taughtsurvival skills. "Preparing
kidsN tha's our motto. That's wha we do,"
Ely Brewer, of the Mid-lowa Counal of
Boy Scouts, told Des Moines TV station
KCCI. Fine Aubery knew howto make a
bed out of leaves. But here'sathought How
aboutmaking sure hedoesn't wande off in
thefirst place?0

Another excerpt fromthe July article:
QAccording to BSA director of camping and
congrvation Frank Reigdman, thegroup's
primary meansof educting troopleadesis
throughthe Boy Scouts Fieldbook and other
BSA literature. "We providevarious
publcationsand planning tools to hdp
volunteers with trip planning. The material
isoutthere if they choo®to usit,” says
Reigdman, who emphasizesthat it's hard to
enforce requirements in a volunteer
organization with 47,000troopsacross the
county.O

So wha can YOU doto prevent negdive
press, such asthis? Youin Carson?Youin
Malvern or Emerson?Or youin Coundl
Bluffs? Y ou can become the best-trained
and mog experienced scout leader that you
can be Firgt, attendthe basic required
training for your scouting postion. Then
seek out othe venuesto learn the skillsyou
need. Know your strengths and weaknesses.
Jus because you gotal your boysthrougha
week of summer camp at Cedars, doesn®
mean you@e quite ready to take thegroupon
aColorado 14 for 10 days.

Read thefull article at:
http://outs deaway.com/outside/culture/200
707 boy-scouts-1.html

The September issue contained severd
letters to the editor, both pro and con, about
the uly article, induding onefrom BSA
President Rick Cronk.



